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Expressing support for the Pledge of Allegiance.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JUNE 26, 2002

Mr. DASCHLE (for himself, Mr. LOTT, Mr. BYRD, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. WARNER,

Mr. REID, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. MCCAIN,

Mr. AKAKA, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BAYH, Mr.

BENNETT, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. BOND, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BREAUX, Mr.

BROWNBACK, Mr. BUNNING, Mr. BURNS, Mr. CAMPBELL, Ms. CANT-

WELL, Mrs. CARNAHAN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CHAFEE, Mr. CLELAND, Mrs.

CLINTON, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. CORZINE, Mr.

CRAIG, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAYTON, Mr. DODD, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. DOR-

GAN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. ENZI, Mr. FEIN-

GOLD, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. FITZGERALD, Mr. FRIST, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr.

GRAMM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. GREGG, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. HARKIN, Mr.

HATCH, Mr. HELMS, Mr. HOLLINGS, Mr. HUTCHINSON, Mrs.

HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. KENNEDY,

Mr. KERRY, Mr. KOHL, Mr. KYL, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LEVIN, Mr.

LIEBERMAN, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. MCCONNELL, Ms. MIKUL-

SKI, Mr. MILLER, Mr. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON of Flor-

ida, Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, Mr. NICKLES, Mr. REED, Mr. ROBERTS,

Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr.

SESSIONS, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire, Mr. SMITH of

Oregon, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. SPECTER, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. STEVENS, Mr.

THOMAS, Mr. THOMPSON, Mr. THURMOND, Mr. TORRICELLI, Mr.

VOINOVICH, Mr. WELLSTONE, and Mr. WYDEN) submitted the following

resolution; which was considered and agreed to
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Whereas this country was founded on religious freedom by

founders, many of whom were deeply religious;

Whereas the First Amendment to the Constitution embodies

principles intended to guarantee freedom of religion both

through the free exercise thereof and by prohibiting the

government establishing a religion;

Whereas the Pledge of Allegiance was written by Francis Bel-

lamy, a Baptist Minister, and first published in the Sep-

tember 8, 1892, issue of the Youth’s Companion;

Whereas Congress in 1954 added the words ‘‘under God’’ to

the Pledge of Allegiance;

Whereas the Pledge of Allegiance has for almost 50 years in-

cluded references to the U.S. flag, the country, to our

country having been established as a union ‘‘under God’’

and to this country being dedicated to securing ‘‘liberty

and justice for all;’’

Whereas the Congress in 1954 believed it was acting con-

stitutionally when it revised the Pledge of Allegiance;

Whereas this Senate of the 107th Congress believes that the

Pledge of Allegiance is not an unconstitutional expression

of patriotism;

Whereas patriotic songs, engravings on U.S. legal tender,

engravings on Federal buildings also contain general ref-

erences to ‘‘God’’;

Whereas in accordance with decisions of the U.S. Supreme

Court, public school students cannot be forced to recite

the Pledge of Allegiance without violating their First

Amendment rights; and
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Whereas the Congress expects that the U.S. Court of Appeals

for the Ninth Circuit will rehear the case of Newdow v.

U.S. Congress, en banc: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate strongly disapproves of the1

Ninth Circuit Decision in Newdow v. U.S. Congress.2

SEC. 2 That the Senate authorizes and instructs the3

Senate Legal Counsel to seek to intervene in the case to4

defend the constitutionality of the Pledge of Allegiance.5
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